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they grant them the Word of God, I 
Will 55 trouble my ſelf to contend 
with them, whether they be a com- 
Pleat one; for if the private Spirit of 
the one, of the Tradition of the other, 
advance any Doctrine or Practice con- = 
"formable to Scripture, I embrace i og. 
if contrary to Scripture, * reject it. — 
And I do not remember that e 
charge, either the one or the other, ws 
with any Etrout which we do not un- f 1 
dertake to prove ſuch from „ „ 
A0 as I _1nferr'd from the Scriptures I 
beine the Word of God, thas what is + 
| Conionant to it is true, and what f * I 
| kc is falle; ſo I think 
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ne be prov xd vor diſprov 4 by it, 


- neither, nece nor Uumitable in 
= | Vhatever . * accidently fo 


Annes wr be anoter Word of God, 
3 8 5 * atiother Divine Revelation: Such 1 | in. 
. ; deed, . if anf She a by roduce 


. 4 I have before laid DT. „ ne 

teach to ſubmit to it: In the mean 
- 3 Men may, for me, .think and talk 
. 2 the Matte 


; Pleaſe 
© Scripture neither corninarids Tor. f 
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Fe 


' bids, nei her aflerts nor "def nes. . 
I» The ame thing that is faid of the 
. © Rucker Private Spirit, and the Rowa- 
e, Tradition, mult be alſo ſald of 
tze Reaſon and Philoſophy of Heiß. 
IS and |  Socimiqus, That Reaſon” is falſe 
And impious that contradicts God ; it 
may be Pride and Error, but can, neyer 
, * beReaſon; for G is Truth, and c 
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. © , © Heitherdeceive, nor b el. And 
it is meer onſence to imagine, . 
there can be any higher Proof of,” of 0 
**Reaſon. for, any Dodtrine, than The: Wl © 
| * faith the Lord.” Nay, there can be... » * 
* other, much leſs; ipher, if it eich mY 
—- ::,felats to aMatter 0 Fad, whit he 85 
„ 5 8 F 1 | only 
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only carl atteſt; becaule, he oa el. * 
3 e on the Free · will of. 
922 and therefore can have no other 5 
Certainty than what is founded i in the 
' Declararion of his Pur le, Or contains 4 
Matters which are raisd ſo far above bs, 
that; we can neither diſcover them of 
Hur ſelves, nor penetrate further into 
them, or comprehend more of them 
than God does vouchſafe to to reveal. 
„ It the, Scripture be the Word. * Bo 
, God, dis tis a 1 and impious thing IL 
5 4 tempt tlie Eluding the Authority, ß; 
, or. 1 oa the Senſe; of ie by bold 1 
„Criticiims, fore d Interpretations, (x „ 
travagant Pretenſions to à Private M . rl 
tit, or any other way. What can, be 
more {actilegious 2: what. tan, be. more =} 
diſhonourable to God, ot ini jurious to 
Man 5 Do we think that God did not 5 
know his own. Mind. ; or that ne 
knew pot bow to expteſs himſelf ? of 
do we think, that when he reyedled © q 
9 5 to the World, he reſolyed not 
| to, de underſtood ? No, no 5 s 
conſiſts et with the Wiſdom or the 
W Coodnels of God. Let us then ever 
ee the Scriptures with an 9wfol A 
 Reyerence,..,and. a devout. Sincerity : 
Let us a 1 rs e the als 
* | | 4 vious | 
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a Te vious "a Natural Senſe of them, 
me analogy 45 On in all our ine wr: frag 
tions. Tis a dangerous thing to 
2 or miſlead a ſingle Perſon; 
ow much more to row the Rule 
by which we are all to (quare our Faith 
and Manners ; to infect the Foun- 
tain where all come to ſeek * 
of Life? 
8 we believe the 


#0 l. 
3 tzbe rd of God, we cannot 4 * from 
BEE | hence conclude, that it is of the laſt 
1 Importance to us to read and ſtudy 
them with the utmoſt diligence; for if 
the Scripture be the Word of God, the 
Matter, Method, and Style of it muſt 
be worthy of God z it muſt moſt 
_ powerfully conduce to thoſe ends for 
_ which God deſigned it. Befides, eve · 
ry upright and warde Man muſt be 
5 fru to know his Duty, which it 
be be, he cannot but carefully ſearch 
che Scriptures, for the Meaſure of Mani 
Duty is the Divine Will, and the Mes 7 
ſiure of this Will is the Scripture. 19 
luave often ſaid that Sincerity is as good 
_ . as Infallibility ; but how difficult is it 
to find Men lincere. To conſtitute 4 
Mien ſincere, tis not enough for them 
to act conſonant to their Principles, 
though i 
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be hard to find this « 3 bur Vol. II. 


they mull take care that their Princi- Www 


ples be conſonant to Truth 3 that is, 
co Scripture. On this account it is 
that we have juſt reaſon to complain 
of the Church of Rowe, becauſe they 
diſcourage and prohibit the Reading 
| of the Bible. What is this but by 
Implication to grant, that the Natural 
and Obvions Senſe of the Scripture 
is againſt them ; that though Chriſti- 
an Faith and Obedience be vile u 
Illumination and Knowledge, Romiſh 
Faith and Obedience can be no other- 
wiſe ſupported than by Darkneſs and- 
Ignorance. How can we expect any 
End of Controverſies and Contenti - 
ons, while they will not ſuffer their 
People to examine their Opinions and 
Practices by the Word of God, the 
= only Infallible Rule of Faith and Man- 
ners. 

4. Laftly, 11 Scripture be the Mor! 
of God, how falſe and fooliſh are the 


IM Politicks and Maxims of the World ; 
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ii mons which incourag 
ad dote on Power and Greatneſs, 


e us to admire 


8 Shew and Honour, Wealth and Plea- 


«WJ fore, and ſuch like tranſitory, empty, 


— Al 
F<... 
It - > 
be 

2% 
3 
* 


4. : in compariſon Vieh the future ; 2 


2 A *Y 2 
„„ 


* 


only are wiſe 


1 
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that the Warmthof tze 
imitive Times, and the Coldneſs of © 
our own z their Charity and Purity, |} 
our Senſuality and Selfiſhneſs: Bdt I 1 
viſh we did not content our ſelves 1 
with only magnifying thoſe happy  } 
wy imes, and complaining of Our own, = cl 


ſtore decay'd. Charity to its Primitive 


1 Luftr E. | And nothing, 4 


. | 


ol 1 Wat Alle effectually contribute c 
c, as.chefrequen 


t and devout Con- 
tempfation of the Sufferings of Jeſus. 
This was the Subject that imploy d the 
Thoughts of thoſe Times we ſo much 
admire. Jeſus Chriſt, and him Cruci- 
lied was the only thing 
- termined to know; and this, tis — 
was enough: For great is the C 
dence of Hope ; 
the Longings and Deſires after Chriſt ; 
great is the Tranſport and Exaltation 
of Spitit: And finally, great is the 
Teal for God's Glory, — for the Ser- 
vice of his Church. hich the Apoſtle 
expreſſes. throughout this Chapter 


And if we enquire whence all theſe 


excellent Affections ſpring, what is 
the Source and Origen o them, we 
wall find it to be that which is aſſig 


ed in my Text, namely, The love of | 
Chriſt in dying for us. And may God 


ſo aſſiſt us at this time by his Holy 
Spirit, that the Conſideration of Chriſt's 


Sufferings may have the ſame Influ- Ml 
ence upon us which it had upon St. 


Pal, and inflame our Breaſts with the 
* fame holy Paſſion it did his: That it 
may prevail with us to dedicate our 
N to the Honour of a and the 
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I meereſh of Verine, that we may come Vol II. 
Fre. to ſay with him, The "Wks 
es eden nets Nc. 6 DC 


There is nothing obſcure in the 
words, and I ſhall not time in an 
unneceſfary Explication of them z but I 
hall denden diſcourſe of cheſeThree . 0 
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t 1 
; 5 The eee mute of Mankind . 
1 before they were Redeemed by | 
. Chriſt, Den were all dead. ; 
7 'n The Paſfion of Chriſt, He tied, 5 
e and the great End of it, For af. 
iI. The Influence his Suffering for 
ds otight to have upon u. And _—_— 
" OY "I F twofold : 15 1 1 


1. Ie ſhould . in us a fervent 
Love of him. ve _— 55 
- by animated, and in 
med by Love: for this is im- 
plyed in the word owed, The 
be of Chriſt conſtrainetb us. 4 
2. It ſhould prevail with us to de. 

vote our ſelves to his Honour 
and Service, To hide not to our 
kes but to him who aid for 265 
Gy and roſe again iT 
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ng Rational, . 
was, wholly Sen- 
The 


| lead, inſtead of bein 
Heavenly, 
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nitent, as t 
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Faroe, 0 
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, can never give us a juſt and full 
entstion of the fatal Effects and 
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mage of God in the acth'ren- 
ders us loathſamro our ST. <0 
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W Satisfations of Earth; Sin excludes | I 
| thoſe of Sin 5 e 
| mult never 2 
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5 IL Chriſt's Sufferings : 


N are ſtill ſo Cabj ect to it 3 and ſince the 


For ſince the whole 
World lay in wickedneſs ; fince we 


Wrath of is ſo juſtly inflam d a- 
gainſt it, we 3 infer, that 
without ſhedding of Blood there could 
beno Remiſlion that the Redeeming 
a loſt World ani 2 Deſign worthy of 
the Goodneſs of the Father, and fit to 
be accompliſht even by the Neath of his 
dearly beloved: Son. * * N on 
to my Second General. 


III. The Paſſion of on. and 10. 
bal iT 


1. His Paſſion. He died. 
I will not pretend Senn 
Hiſtory of ourLord'sSufferings;the bare 
Recital of ſome few General Heads of 
his Affliction and Calamity, will be e- 
 nough to conduct our Meditations, and 
to let our Thoughts in to thoſe Scenes 
of Sorrow, which will fill us with the 
tendereſt and livelieſt Senſe of his Hu- 
miliation and Love, and juſtifie the 
Deſcription of him in the Prophet, 
Ib 53. 3. He is deſpiſed and rejeles 

of Mex ;, Max of ſorrow, and acquaint- 
en any were the Troubles 
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 rowneſs'ot Rohr the — WIS” $ 
and Travels of his Prophetick Office; 
the Scorn and Inſults of the Herod: * 
ans and Sadducees ; the Calumnies, 
Snares, and — of the Scribes 
and Phariſees 3 the Obduracy of the 
Jewiſh Nation 3 andthe Studt ty and 
Incredulity of bis own Diſciples, were 
+ things could not but affect 1 Tue 
I muſt confine'my ſelf to his laſt Su. 
ferings and Death. He was betray'd .- -. 
and forſaken by his Diſciples ; malici- 1 
_ ouſly and impudently charg d with the 
worſt of Crimes by the Jews ; mock d 
and inſulted, ſpit upon and buffeted 
dy the Gentiles. Nor were theſe any 
other than Preludes to his Tragedy. 
The Spittle-and the Palm of the Hand 
, carried much of Indignity-in it, but 
little of Pain. The Reed, Scourge, 
and the Crown of Thorns, were as 
. cruel and as the other were 
. and infolent. 2 theſe 
were nothing to the Spear that pierced 
bi, ſide und beart; mucli leſs to the 
Nails of che Croſs which wounded _ 
RY And . . andthe © —_- 
| weig t of the 7 hanging upon 
; TINGS exaſperated and enraged the 
92 ; 3 Wen 
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„ doubt 
© ardice e, the! aithleſs Fears and 
© of his Diſciples, were 4 n 
the Pain and Trout feof 
For he who w | 
was tenderly af 
| Enemies, could nat furely be in 
de of 'the Sorfows and Aﬀtittions: <6 
| his Friends, at the very time when they =; | 
| mere. overwhelmed by them. But | - 
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| ws. not * cen an ac- 
count for the unparallexd Agony of our 
Sar iour Soul 3 what then ſhall we 
. ign further for the Reaſons of it. 
=” 411 Think grant, that God tetir'd from 
mum for a while, and as it were, hid 
di Face from him; that he was left to 
beer the Croſs by the ſtrength of Faith, 
and ordinary Grace, and to tread the 
Wide · preſs of God's Wrath alone; the 
Wrath I mean of God, not againſt his 
A but againſt the ns of the whole 
= World, which Chriſt now _ſuſtain'd 
=. | like a Victim, and bore in bis Body 
eon the Crols.. Other ww iſe I. cannot 
IT Tee, why he, who could have com- 
E  *" manded Legions of Angels toreſcue his | 
—_:; 25 might not have commanded more 
2 2 a common Strength and Aſſiſtance 
e his Soul too. But the bleſſed | 
_— willing to drink off the very 
| regs of thebitter Cup, to bear all our 
: = * Sars and Sorrows, and ſuffer all the i þ : 
Frailties and Weakneſſes of Humane Na. 
ture, that he might be a more familiar and 
imitable e of Obedience, and a 


N wer ci compel "one's K 


4 


„ 


E rr = 


4 oh (RY 6 OE E S 
bd * 
0 


. 43 OMA e „ 


1 
3-1 " 
3 


- 


PIT 


fttzheir End and Influence. 41 
2. To this we muſt add, that bis . 
Charity, which always. reigned and 
ruled in his Soul, could not but render 
the proſpect he then had of things, e- 
treamly afflicting to him: he was ſenſi- 
ble how great a Sin his Crucifixion in- 
volv'd the Nation of the Jews in, and 
he eaſily foreſaw what dreadful Ven- 
geance God would take of them. All 
W choſe frightful Stories that were after 
W acted, either by themſelves or their E- 
| nemies ; all the Miſeries that the Rowan» 
| Sieges or Slaughters, or their own Di- 
viſions and Inhumanity brought upon 
them, did now preſent themſelves to 
his Thoughts, as is plain from Lale 23. 
28, 29, 30. Ie Daughters of Jeruſalem, 
weep not for me, but for your ſelves and 
Children: For behold the days are com- 
ing in the which they ſpall ſay, Bleſſed 
are the barren and the womb that never 
bare, and the paps which never gave ſuck. 
en ſhall they begin to ſay to the Monn- 
in, fall on ws, and to the Hills cover 
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3. There is an Argument for his 
Sorrow and Melancholy behind till, 
of that weight and preſſure, that I 
wonder not if the Soul of the holy 
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SIS what he was to ſuffer, and knew well Ml n 
= enough for what End, fo he copld no: Wl h 


| bei ignorant what would be the Succeſs 
=: age Ifue of all at laſt. He foreſaw, 
_ ng eat a 1 og! of the World would 
3 Rejed the ſpel ; how great a part 
5 Stoll POW and Degenerate from 
it ; and of thoſe that would Receive 
ti,, how many there were that would 
„„ receive it to their greater avg 7 
nu. He, in a word, could not but 
8 foreſee how ſhort he ſhould fall of the 
Brasucceſs which his Soul thirſted after, 
and how little, comparatively, would 
be the Fruit of "his Travels and Conde- 
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ſcenfions, of his Sufferings and Blood. 


Al then? how deeply myſt the Infide- 
ty and lograticude, the Madneſs and 
__- the Miſery, not of the Jewiſh only, 
74. - . or the Gentile and ChriſtianWorld, 
| Perce that Soul which was fo paſſio- 1 
mately concern d for the Glory of his 

. Father, and the Salvation of Men's and 
that too at an hour, when the Love of 
Cbriſt, if it were capable of increaſing, 9 
was now at the height! 4 

Thus have I taken a very ſhore and 3 
. Survey of the 8 of 
Us 5 e * iperfett as it is, 
4 
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us of the great | 


tie enough! to convince 

neſs of his Love, and to n 6 
how much. it-coſt him to Redeem > 
World: et us now in the next lace 
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2. That the End of all that Evil oY. 
3;d and Suffer d, was to ſave bz People 55 


rom their int, 15 ver bete 4 + 2.53 | £ 
Now! in Sin, 25 Ilaſd 7 ae 

two two thing 5 4 | 
rom theſe Two therefore 1 i 


death delivers V 


C Offering up himſelf once. upd 2 2, | 
roſs, 4 full, perfect, and agent V 
Sacrifice, Obistiod, and Satisfaction { ET 
the Sins of the whole World. Th 
otion of the Death of "Chriſt, is _ 
very eaſie and intelligible, a very com- 
Y forte and delightfal one; 15 once A > 
we 
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I the Glory of Ge . 
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Fol. II. pions 3 ſo is it highly 5 1 to tu 
Reaſon and Scripture. No Man can F. 
cConſider the Purity and Holineſs of be 
God ; the Corruption, Pride, and di 
5 Confidence of Man; but he will eaſi] ily bi 
5 be able to Reſolve, "why God mould ha 


not think fit to grant Remiſſion of Sins 
without ſhedding of Blood ; to Par- 
don Mankind, without a Propitiatory 
Sacrifice, firſt offered up by the Hands 
„ Mediator - lt became God to al. 
1 ſert the Authority of his Laws, the 
EY. _ _Majeſly of his Government, the Juſtice 
5 and Sanckity of his Nature, to cure 
and reſtrain the vicious Propenſions of 
Man, and repreſs his Inſolence, andi 
Preſumption, by ſome illuſtrious In- 
ſtance of his Indignation againſt Sin, 
and his Infinite Goodneſs and Wir 
dom pitch upon ſuch a way of our 
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Diſaſter, any judgment overtake one 
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fflictions ; not more vain and inſolent 
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4 cor Forts ne. 'Wherein this Change 


 -contitts; our Saviour has told us in ve- 
full words, 4, 26. 


1 few, but very 
18. Where he ſends St. Paul to the Gen- 
tiles, #0 open the eyes,” and to turn them 
 fromitlavkneſs to light, and fromthe pow- 
er of Satan to the ſervice of the ding 
God. This I call a Change in our Na- 
ture: then it follows, that they may 
receive forgiveneſs of ſine, and an inbert. 
tance among them which 1 are ſandtified by 
faiths 
in our State or Fortune. My Buſineſs 
then muſt be to ſhew you how Foy, 
Peace and Hope, do naturally reſale 
from this Change : that of our Nature 
conſiſting, as you ſee, of two 252 
the illumination of our Minds, 
Converſion of our Hearts. 
Iwill 1. confider the ice of 
dhe former of theſe, 7. e. [unrination. 
If Knowledge be delightful to the 
Mind of Man, if the thirſt of it be ſo 
natural, T cannot think why the Go- 
ſpel, even on this account, ſhould not 
effect us with an extraordinary plea- 
fore: 2 for 1 it is the richeſt and brighteſt 
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of Human Nature, and of our trueſt 


Intereſts in this and another World? 
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88 and Demonſtration of the 
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855 Deſcription of the ſtate and nature of 
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ay Truths of ſuch a. ſurpriſing nature 


and vaſt moment, as are the Incarna- 
tion, Paſſion; Reſurre&ion and A- 
Icenſion of the bleſſed Jeſus, the Effu- 
| ſon of the Holy Spirit, and its won 
detful eee in miraculous and 
ſanctifying Graces? Here we read of 


the Nature and Office of Angels, the 
Apoſtacy, Miſery, and Stratagems of 


Devils. the Fall and Recovery of Man, 
the, various Revolutions of Religion, 


and the different Fate of Mankind. If 


we come to Practical Matters, yever 


before was the Duty of Man ſo plain- 


Iy preſcrib'd,: or his © Obligations to it 
ſo fully diſcover d and paſſionately ur- 
ged ; never was Virtue fo. effectually 


promoted a and ſecured by ſacha Divine 
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it drawn ſo much to the Life, as in 


the Converſation of the Holy Jeſus ; 
never did it appea 


Sweetneſs and Majeſty. In one word, 


, ny Diſpenſation ſo evidently diſplay d 
to — as under that of the 


_ . Goſpel; and never did the Power, 


Love, aud manifold Wiſdom of God 
appear ſo illuſtrious, I will not ſay to 
Men only, 
ſelves, as in the Redemp 
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ingly did expreſs their Reſentments of 


this Revelation in Joy and Wonder, 


Teſtament. © Ah | why ſhould thoſe 
Tanks in which we have infinitely 


rin ſoch Native Sim. 0 
plicity and Genuine Beauty,in ſo much 


never was the Glory of God under a- 5 


in Doxologies and Raptures, as ap- 
par from ſeveral paſſages in the New 


the bigger intereſt, ſo coldly affect us, 
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but to the Angels them- 
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muſt affirm, 
as are Strangers to "the 
z for though there be not in it 
a thin 978 or tinſeld Eloquen 
which would have be 
its Author and Subject, there is yet in 
it that Perſpicuity and Force, that L 
ity and Majeſty which is ſufficient on 
this very account, to create in any Man 
of an unprejudic d or ſolid Judgment, a 
veneration for it: and it has pleaſed 
ſo to mix light and ſhades, js 
revelation and m. 


invite the ſearch and ſtudy of Men of 
moſt different Ca Genius and 
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ſpel. In vain "nigh 
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- Contemplation, and 
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my Text, is to flow from the. meer 
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6h Lives; ſo chat to be truly a Chri- 

1 «os is to be truly good, and to be en- 
daopecd wich a true Faith is to be cha- 
Frlitable, meck, "devout and "heavenly 


prattice in every ſtate what is 
worthy, and of good report: And i: 
= it poſſible,” think yoo, for any Man to. 

. live thus, and not to abound in 7. | 

Peace and Hope? Cin be be thus | 

_ virtuous, and yet u uneaſſe or diſcon- 
tented ? can he be like God, and yet. 

miſerable? ? it is impoſſible z for Good- 

neſs is the ſource of Happineſs, and 

Virtue the moſt ſolid Foundation of 

Pleaſure. One would think this ſnould 

be very plain, and like the Sentences 

of the Kneten hould carry their Con- 

vow and Adtbority i in them ; if o- 

File, I beſeech yo conſult your 
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reduce them; to gratifie. our inordi⸗- 


nate Paſſions, or to vanquiſh them. 


But nothing will clear this point ſo well, 


a a ſhort. Reflection on the tendency. 


of the particular Virtues of the Goſpel; 


7 and to this purpoſe, I will chooſe thoſe 
Our Saviour deliver d on the Mount: 


which is more likely to procure our 
Reſt and Contentment, Protection and a 
ZBleſſingꝰHumility and dependance up- 


on Goc, or- Pride and Self. confidence? 
9 4 and Lowlneſs of Mind,or (ove- 


 touſneſs and Ambition? our Saviour cer- 
tainly was applauded by the Conſei- 


— ence. of every. Hearer, when to thoſe. | 
that travell'd; and were heavy Jaden, that 


5 were toil'd/ by jp with the 
Waves and Storms of Fortune, and 


oppreſs d by thoſe Difficulties, which. 


Covetouſneſs and Ambition had enga- 
ged them in; when, I ſay, he Prez! 
{crib'd. theſe, this Cure of the Ir 
tude and Vexation of. Life, 4 
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ger and Thirft ofter Rights and 5 

Martyrdom; but theſe have their 

' Charms and Beauties too, even in their 

Blacks and are not leſs pregnant f 45 
155 Peace and Hope, than thoſe which 

ook more gay and cheatful. The Sor- 
rom of | a Penitent Chriſtian is a calm 

and gentle Shower, tis mingled with 

Peace and Hope, it foftens and im- 

che heart, and brings forth the 
ſed*- Fruits of Rightcouſnels| nd 

Joy: But worldly Sorrow js a Storm 
and Tempeſt, and like that, walking 
and deſtruckive too; this is the account 

gt. Paal gives us of both, 2 Cor. 7,10. 
For — Jorrom worketh repentance to. 

ſaloation, #08 to be repenited of; bu 25 
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Scripture every where inculcates ; The 
ſame mind ought to be in us which was in 
Chriſt Jeſus, Phil. 2. and we muſt co- © 
py our Hs Humility, his Charity, his 
Meekneſs, his Heavenly-mindedneſs , 
his Zeal, 'his Devotion, his Faith and 
Patience. | Tis on theſe, and no other 
terms, that we are to obtain his Crown. 
Rev. 3. 21. To him that overcometh will 
I grant to fit with me in my Throne, even 
4 Þ alſo overcame, and am ſet down with | 
_— Father on bis Throne. | 
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Glory and Victory, as the Encourage- 


: * is not n. mixt be 
88 the 


LIL Sickte and Divine Pleafure : "Tis 

7 = true; and this is that Pleaſure: which 5 
| Religion does eſpecially recommend to 

us; but yet, it does not condemn that 

Which ſprings from the Enjoyments of 

this World, and e Things of 


it, and flows in upon the Soul tho- 


rough the Senſes ; ſay, it does not 


condemn it wholj, and in general. 1 


need not tell you, that Solomon in his 
Eccleſoaftes, and elſewhere; exhorts us 


to a chearful and grateful Enz joyment of 


the good things of this Life, as an Act 
of ſolid Wiſdom 3; Erxcleſ 3. 2. A time 


to weep, and a time to langh 3 4 time to 


wourn, and atimetodance. V. 12. 13. 
T know that there is no good in them, 


but for a man torejoyce, and to do good 


in bis life. And alſo that every man 
| ſhould eat, and drink, and enjoy the 


good of al bis labour ; it is the gift of 


_ God. I need not tell yon, that God 
| himſelf - propoſed Peace and Plenty, 


ment and Portion of his People, arid 
that he inſticuted many Feſtival Solem- 
nities to be an Eſſential part of their 
Religion. 
ly taught us, that Impurity and Tur- 
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E. Frunion Gf oueward * Things ; "and Vol. . 
that an Affluence of Temporal Ble 
ſings ought not to alienate, but to en- 
kindle our Affections for our great Pa- 
tron and Benefactor ; and that it is 
natural enough at dnce to worſhip bin, 


and rejoyce before him. Nor let us think 
this favours too rankly of a low and 


earthy. Diſpenſation ; for, it agrees ex- 


actly with 155 Spirit and Genius of the 
New Teſtament. To what purpoſe has 
: Reli igion the promiſe of this life, as well 


as the other, if either we mi ak O08 = 
8 outward temporal Ble 5 


were forbidden to take any Plea 75 in 


their Enjoyment ? were this once ſup- 


| pos what Encouragement could 


ngth of Days and Proſperity be to 


| the Obedience of Children, and yet it 


is propoſed as one in Epheſ.. 6. as well 


as Era 20. Alas! on this ſuppoſal a 
long Life would be but a ſore Puniſh- 


| > and Proſperity a Snare, a Curſe, 


not a Hef : finally, on this ſuppo- 


ſal we ſhould not, with our Saviour 
pronounce the Meek bleſſed, becauſe 


they inherit the Earth, but the Sons of | 


Wrath and Paſſion, becauſe they embroil | 
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Relig ion then,” tis plain, does not 


- jp Range all Pleaſure i in general; it in- 


vites us even to a holy k iot an Luxu- 


ry in Spiritual Pleaſure ; it refines and 


and here Ithink two 
from Scripture. be; 
there are ſome Kinds or Inſtances of 


| US. 


Gluttony, the Pride 85 Life, and lach 


5 Tre, and much more Call ll nondtural * 


ſanctiſies our ſenſitive Pleaſure, and then 
allows it us, 2. e. it allows whatever 


Pleaſure, even of this kind, can ariſe 


om a wiſe and rational, from a mo- 


erate and grateful Enjoyment of the 


= Thing 3 of this World. But then what 


that Enjoy ment is which we may call 


Rational and Moderate is the Query. 
'To reſolye. which, 1 am next o con- 


ſider Ws 


ings are plain 
nd diſpute. . That 


Pleaſure utterly. forbidden by God. 
2: That we are forbidden an exceſſive 
fond neſs or dotage upon Pleaſure even 
in thoſe Inſtances which. are allowed 


* Thats are Coho forbidden Kinds 


2 or Inſtances of Pleaſure, ſuch are. Ad- 
dultery . Fornication , Ch ambering. g 


Wantonnels, Rioting , Drunkenneſs, 
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(2. Y What the Planes is, "wh the R 1 by 
Love of it, which Ree prohibits; 


8 3 


4 aac Luſts. The A885 of Vol. mm 
7 — Prohibition. are. Fe nd. unan WW 


| the mo 3 
the Rig ts of Mankind, corrupt and 
_ deprave our Natures, debauch and em- 
broil the World, grieve, quench, and 
do deſpight to the Holy Spirit: No 
Dexterity, no Management can ever 

cure the Malignity of theſe Vices,nor 
prevent the Miſchief and IIl- effects =; 
of them: No Wit, no Sophiſtry can | 
excuſe or palliate them; and nothing 
but the Violence of Luſt, or the Im- 
pudence of Atheiſm, can ſeduce Men 
into an Opinion that they are harm- 
leſs and indifferent. Eph. 5. 6. r N 
man deceive you with wi words, for 
tjbeſe things ſale comes the. wrath of 
(God. upon * children of diſobedience. © 
This then is one Bound ſet us, but not =— . 
the only one? we are not only tore 
frain from forbidden Inſtances of Rler- ©, 
ture, but allo. 
Aly, We ate commanded 40 mode- 
8 rate. our Paſũon, even forthoſe Kinds 
of Pleaſure which are allowed us. 
Loe not the world , nor the things of 
3 the 0 1e. If we be Owns, 
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Vol. Wt. of: Plesſure i more -then lars of God, 

Ke matters little of what Nature this 1 
Pleaſure be; unlawful Pleaſures wound 

and deſtroy the Conſcience : : lawful 
ones, if we ſet no Bounds to them, 
lall and enchant it: the one openly 
and directly overthrow the Principles 
pf Religion, the other more ſſily and 
. | ay undermine them: the one be- 
= get in us Enmity and Averſion againſt 
Goodneſs, the other Coldneſs/and'In- 
 _- «difference for it: the one \ = 

,- Scandalous. and Infamous Life, 
=_ . Other a Fruitleſs and a Senſual — — | 
JJ Diſeaſes, both fatal ; only the one 
is a more loathſom, the other a more 
inoffenſive bae,” 5 
5 What difference en will "MA the 
— ene of theſe different Kinds of 
. Voluptuaries at the laſt Day, I deter- 
mine not. Tis but a ſmall Comfort 
to thoſe wretched Creatures, who are 
intoxicated and infatuated by carnal 
and wordly (though as to the Matter 
of them, innocent) Pleaſures, that the 
| Fiurnance ſhall be heated ſeven times 
ie Hotter for the Inceſtuous and the So- 5 
domite, the Adulterer and the Sor, : 
then for them. But peradventore you 3 
=” judge this _ — bo 1 
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Latitude, and you are deſi: F Val. II. 
tous to know what are the Meaſures o. 
> lawful Paſſion or innocent Pleaſufe; 
and by what Boundaries and Marks 
you are to judge of the Moderation of 
Exceſs of your Affections. For pre- 


venting all Miſtakes in this Matter, 1 
will adviſe you three things: FF 


.* 


1. Conſider well for what Ends God 
aids us Temporal Pleaſure ; and 


theſe are certainly to eaſe the Toils, and 


ſweeten the Troubles of Life, to re- 

freſh the Mind and recruit the Body, 
to inlarge our Notion of Divine Good- 
neſs, to miniſter occaſion to our Thanks 


and Praiſe of him, to render us more 


chearful and vigorous in his Service: 
from hence it follows plainly, that we 
muſt take care that our Enjoyments 
ſtrengthen and revive our Bodies, not 
wear, not impair them ; that "they by 
bring eaſeand delight to the Mind, not 


diſturb and perplex it; that they 
quicken and qualifie us for Religion, 


not incapacitate and indifpoſe us. This 


will cut off all: ſtudied and coſtly pre- 


parations for Pleaſure, and Exceſſes in 
our Entertainments of i it, which are 
ſo far from being a true and rational 
- „ eee that they are the Burden of 
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hereas on the quite contrary, were 
ve modeſt in our proviſion for, and 
temperate in the uſe of our Pleaſures, 
as this would contribute not a little, to 
moderate our Affections for them, ſo 
would it contribute too, not a little, to 


the vigor of the Body and chearfulneſs 
of the Mind, . is the beſt frame 


and condition we can be in with re- 
| ſpect to Vertue and Religion; for a 


vigorous Body and chearful Mind are 


the moſt proper Inſtruments of the 
Divine Glory. 


2. Conſider e 


therefore Pleaſure obſcures the Light, 


or ſubverts the Liberty of the Mind ; 
nerd it ſupplants our Modeſty or 


Magnanimity z whenever it enfeebles 


the Vigour and Activity of Vertue z in 


a word, whenever it impairs our Faith, 
abates and extinguiſhes our Love / of 
God, takes off our guſt and reliſh of 


. Spiritual Joy, and enſlaves us to the 


orld, or "ou Gag e ben 


power Pleaſure 
has over you, what Influence it has 
upon you. Pleaſure. is the Maſter of 
Fools, but the Servant of the Wiſe 
etis the buſineſs of the one, but the 
diyerſion of the other. Whenever 


1 ; 5 1 Fra” 1 75 ol 
1 it - ſhould. Court us under the ſhape of Val. II. 
| an An gel of Lig he, NO! gh it wear l ; . 


the Sed of Friendſhipand e 
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adde FS, os you wc b- 
der to the higheſt degree of Purity and 
| Abſtinence ;. Remember: that you he 
in your Baptiſm renounced the Warm | 
and the-F leſh, and that the F riendſhip 
and Careſſes of both do wer againſt thi 
Soul + remember that you are e 
and pilgrims upon earth, thay yon ſeek, 
a better Country, and expect an inheri-. 
tance of glory ; remember that you ar 
to tread, in; the ſteps. of the holy. and 
bumble. Jeſus - 5 7% that you, are 
to adorn the: Goſpel. of. Chriſt, to e 
5 forth the. Prai/, es 3 2 who. hath called; 
jon out of d arkeneſs into his marvellous. 
we Mey. make pet in love 118 


4 | FF. * 3 
| = WE 9 * 
9 2 * N . * 2 


8 
X ch. 2 


25 


; * 
: £43 [3 Wes © 7 . $f 2% þ *; 1 

e p N Wh et Oey 2 2 * 

2 2 £4 

* M4, - * * 

£ 3 6 4 

Jat | | 

Repu jon : ; 


_ raſtick , if nor fup 


Vol. II. E we poſſeſſed it not, and that” our 
hearts are to de fill'd with Ex 
and raviſt'd by the Proſpects 
Olories of another World, that we 

may ſive ſo as becomes thoſe who are 


Ration, 
of the 


to have. their Converſation in Heaven. 


From what T have ſaid it appears, 
"1. That Religion does not prohibit. 
Mt Pleaſure in General ; nor is it to be 
imagined it ſhonld: for Pleaſure re- 
fulting from the free and natural Ex- 
erciſe of all the Powers and F aculties 


of our Nature, we may as eaſily re- 


nounce our Beings, as intirely renounce. 


the 'Love of i it: No, all that Religi- 5 


on endeavours to reftrain is, the Irre- 


. golarity of our Appetites, and the In- 
| ordinacy of our Affections And from 


hence it follows, (adly,) That what- 


erer Reſtraints are of Human Device, 


whether in the Matter or Degree of 
them, unleſs they have a direct tenden- 


cy to ſubdue a Luſt, to improve * 


Vertue, or to quicken gur Reliſh of 
Spiritual Pleaſure, are filly and fan- 

tious, Ha- 
vin chus fixed the Bounds of x aa 
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-*2. (Ty. enquire. ie, ii. geg, ca 
3 of * our B in this point. 


St. Paul, Rom. 7. and elſe where, tells 


ns, that there is 4 law inthe Members, 


warring againſt the Law of the Mind; 
and we hall not wonder at the un- 


„ II. 


happy Iſſue of this Conteſt, 15 we © con- 


fider theſe ſeveral things 2 


0 


1. We are (Gif L way lo ſpe ah; kt 


Body. then Soul, firſt in this ſeals too, 
that which is Natural, then that which 


is Spiritual ; we are born, as tis in 
Job 11. 12. like wild Aſſes colt, and ad- 


tenſions. to bodily Pleaſure gather 
ſtrength before our Reaſon bein con- 
825 to controul them. 


vance into rational Creatures by flow 
and laborious ſteps ; ſo that our pre- 


2. The Body moves with a more un- 


controulable Violence then the Mind. 
Our Notions of Spiritual Beauty and 
Perfection are faint and vaniſhing ; 


but che Images of Senſual Good are 
clear and lively, being immediately de- 


rived from the Objects of our Senſe, 
which make very deep and laſting 


. upon us. How far this is 


en to, o the Fall of our firſt Parents, 
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was ſullied, the power and authority 
of Reaſon diminiſhed, and the Crafis 
and Conſtitution of the e ſome 
now a. e WE To . 

3. The Pleaſures of nf 
my and.obvious, more common and 
plentifal then thoſe of Reaſon. ' Wiſ- 
dom mult be ſearched for, as for hid tree» 


_ rified, and 
| Diſcipline to reliſh and enjoy it. But 


tion, or inreaſe the App 
ble us to reliſh the | Sweets 
World,” and the luſcious L Draugbts e 


but let looſe the Reins to buſt and Fan- 
cy : Beſides, there are ſcarce any Parts of 


the World is barren and deſart as not 


to be able to furniſh us with Tempta- 


tions and Allurements enough. The 
Temptations to Senſual Pleaſureafſaute 


us in every place, and almeſt eve 
hour. But tis otherwiſe with Rat 
"onal and Spiritual Pleaſure ; th 
vitations to ĩt are not ſo frequent, 


| rare 8 


as Solomon ſpeaks; Prov. 2: 2 nd 


1 und 6f Man mut be raiſed, 
prepared by Meditation and 


there is no nerd to raiſe the Imagitia- 
to ena- 


Senſual Pledfare : we are naturally di- 
ppoſed and prepared for this, and need 
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on and ity,” or that nouriſh and 
1 dur Faith are ve 

But if this be ſo, you will be: 
„If Man be thus prone to 
- Pleaſure, and Pleaſure (as is generally 
confeſſed)” be ſo apt to betray us into 


us thus > how could it confiſt with the 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God, to per- 
mit us to come into tlie World with 
fuch a Byaſs upon our Nature, to ex- 
pole us to ſuch ſt Temptations, 
and to ſuch evident and dreadful 
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Parents fall, our Deſtruction is finally _ 
to be imputed to our ſelves; our wil- 
ful negligence and folly perfect that 
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gdires Man all things richly to enjoys il | 
= ' . if a man cannot quench his Thirſt : 
C aas well at the Water of hisown, Foun- I .' 
—_ F- as his Neighbour's ; if 

vo _ofhisgown Vineyard tal de not as ſweet 
= to him as thoſe of anothers ; this, 1 
E : doubt, 1s more truly to be charged on 
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vor Pleaſures, to the Dignity or 
Smet, of un Life ? when 1 
any ole whatever 
„whatever his Education be, | 
if it be not his Own fault, 
to entertain the ſpare and Ee 
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of Life, vertuouflyf-and 
, without being x Tofced to 


— Glurtony, Pride or — the 
Toils the Chents and 

ues of 4 We miſerable Life.” was: 
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l Pleaſure 3 _ ; 
af you can, of the Joys of the 
remove the 8crup es, and re- 
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| again; I ſay 'rejoyce | 

in theFxerciſe Faith and Love. = Eo 
-ardent Love of God, and an Aſſurance 

f Heaven, will rk an inexhanſtible 
Fountain of Z Pleaſure : This Manna 

7 diſdain the e 
Garlick _ 
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_ heavenly-: 
ges, Retirement would not 


rlick and Onions of Higypt: 


exaltand tranſmute every thing i 
mingles with: this will tinge all 
Paſſions with its own: Luſtte, and 

one Bent and Motion to all our Pow 
ers a and Actions ; were but our Souls 
fed with this, Muſick 
would fill us, as it did the 
Prophets, and the Sons of the Pro- 
phets, only with Rapturous and Divine 
Thoughts, Beauty and Grandeur, like 
that of the: Tabernacle, or the Tem- 
ple, would elevate our Minds to thoſe 
hings, of which they are 
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afford our Vices a Shelter and Aſcilum, 
oe invite us, as it did IJſaac in the 
Field, to meditate and contemplate the 
e ufd thing of God ʒ and our So- 
ciety and Converſation would build 
up our Faith, and inflame our Devo- 
tion, and even our very Feaſts and En- 
tertainments would be Banquets of 
Philoſophy, or Feaſts of Charity; ſome 
good thing would be promoted hy 
them, or ſome wiſe one would he 
learn 't in them; and ſo would be ve- 
- Fified: that of the Apoſtle. God would 
ill: in all to us; he would bead, 
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| wa In Swory: object; O bleſſed ſtate! 
wherein one cannot tell whether the 
Holineſs or the Happineſs be the grea- 
ter, Wherein Pleaſure raiſes and im- 


proves our Vertue, and Vertue feeds 


and nouriſnes our Pleaſure. Which 


ſtate, 1 . e ils attain Ges come 
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5 . ee 0 obſerve thoſe Bounds 
which Religion has fixed our Pleaſure 
and our Love of it. 1 might here lay 


before you the many miſchievous Ef- 


fects of the immoderate Love of Plea- 
ſure ; ſuch are an infatuated and guil-" 


ty Mind, a diſeaſed and enfeebled Bo- 


dy, an embroil'd and broken Fortune, 


and a blaſted Reputation, diforderly 


ruinous Families, and-untimely Deaths, 


miſerable Orphans, miſerable: Widows, 


in this only the leſs pitiable, that they 
ſe once more miſerable Children, 
more miſerable Wives. I might (hew 


py u how: this Paſſion defeats: it ſelf, 
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Lives with ſtorm and-tempeſt: Imight 


put you in mind that we are Strangers 
and Pilgrims upon Earth, that we have 
bere mo abiding City, that to promiſe 
our ſelves any Satisfaction, ſolid or laſt 
2 z, is to delude our ſelves with Ex- 


Nature of things: 1 ral — beſeech, 1 
night conjute you to remember that 
- Fou profeſs the Croſa, that you are the 
— a crucified: Head, and that 
vou are t tread in thoſe 
ble Self-denying Jeſus and Suffering 
Lord has ſet you: But L Will confine 
my ſelſ to this one Conſideration ; firſt, 
What Influence the Dey of Calamity, 
arid ſecondly; the Day of Judgme 
ought to have upon us, wich reſpelt | 
"* my Love of Pleaſure. 
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Eire and Storms and Earthqua me - 

unenpected upon us; and both do 
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to morrow'; for we know' not 

Wo a . bring forth. Now tho! 
this Conſideration oughtnat to im- 
bitter the preſent Good, oranticipate 
the future Evil, yet certainly this ovght 
to reſtrain us from thoſe — 
vhich will ſharpen the Edge, and in- 
creaſe the Weight of our Misfortunes, 
or which will ſoften and difable us to 
bear them, and make us poorly and 
— fink under them: and 
mis is the conſtant Effect of all ſinful 
FSenſualites 3 it not only enbauſts the 
Fortune, and impairs the Body, but 
alſo weakens and i eriſhes the 
Mind; fills it with a gui Ity Shame and 
' Regret for what is paſt, and with Per- 
 plexiey and Anxiety about what is to 
: and what a miſerable Thing is 
4 1 1 OY a Saducee, 
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which in the laſt Ebb of Liſe and For- 
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better to fly to. Le 
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oo” "nfo but « mounted Tor = bo 
denn bear: F205 fic BY 50S N 0 n 3 


elende of the Senfualiſt to continue 


mimte of all Principles, of all Strength, 
of all Rope, it has nn to ſupport 


e. which does 


ow which in its Agonies and Di- 


it of God to comfort 4 


OD. My a0 - ea eines woe 


Let no man therefore 
think that Igo about᷑ to infringe his 


GE while 1 exhort you all 


Ad 2 ity; * This is not to > ſower. an d | 


„ 
- * 
ATT 
Y Z * 2 
A — BP * 


| [pendent M Op — = Wy dens 3 
tis n ſelves by idle 
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very Nature of Things: But if Tem- 
portal Calamity be too cold and blunt 
a Motive to Moderation, Jes us in the 
nex „„ 2 no 116-52 300 
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to come After Solomon had ironically. 
invited the young Man-to; let oo the 
Rein - to'a diſſolute Paſſion, ; he adds, 
But know thou, that for all theſe things 
God will bring. thee into judgment. Many 
are the Contemplations which a Judg- 
ment to come ſuggeſts to us, ſufficient 
to chill the Heat and curb the Violence 
of the moſt ungovernable Paſſion, 1 
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{hs l. a be > Heaven t to reward 
Ae, which is implyed in a 
Judgment to come 3 ah.) how much 
do we loſe by our [Senſual Indulgen- 
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rites, 10 
to the good things of this World, and 
this is enough to 'raiſe the Pleaſure of 
he one, much above that of the other. 
To this I anſwer ; Tis true, the Sin- 
ners Paſſion for che Worid i is more 
violent, his Fancy more gay and vain, 
and his Enjoyments more unmeaſura- 
ble, looſe aud extravagant. But what 
follows from heuce ) as to Paſſtuu it is 


As to Exceſs, tis the. Toil, not Clan 
ſure of the Body ; As to Faxe , tis too 
thin, too Labels; and 1 a 


HFlappineſs upon. There needs no ſtu- 
died Proofs to convince Men that theſe 
Ty „ei ĩ 

1. As to Exceſs : The Miſchiefs: of. 
r uſe of woridly- Things are 


tbeiſt, as often as they pretend to any 
Senſe or Reaſon in the conduct of Vice, 
decline it, and direct others to do ſo, 
confeſling it no leſs injurious to their 
preſent Pleaſure and Senſual Happineſs, 
then we think it to Chriſtianity, & our 
pretenſions to another Life. And this 
they do upon good ground certainly; 
for exceſs clogs and dulls the Fancy, 
ſatiates and blunts the nn im- 
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43, ao conid never make amends for the 
ttouble of ſo violent a Paſſion: 1 13 
. ſo notoriouſiy true, that when 
deſcribe a Paſſion, ſuchas dat 
—_- --  Revengeful, and the like, "they doit 
E bythe Thirſt of 3 Dropſie; by the 
wie and Scorehings of a Fever, and 
y the reſtleſneſs of Storms 


5 peſts ; and when they would deſcribe 

5 WES Anguilh and Sorrow ſuch feel un- 

- Fo les and Misfortunes, they do it 
* Stabs, and Wounds, and ath: - 


3. For Fancy. his, when tis pure- 
{uch; that is; an Imagination whi 


das no Reaſon to ſupport it, is but a 
. | Dream: of an unexperienced t 


ner, Which like Ghoſts at the 
| - vaniſhes as {oj 


Sinnef, nie B por 
: Deliriuw's of a Fever 
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* = rather abuſe 24 
xs! ofieie7 World} weildaliified: 


him barraſed. by refiles Bares and 


guilty Fears, worn out wh the drudge- 
ryi and toibof:Eafts ; food and ven d 


by the Emptineſs and Diſappeintments 


or Senſual Fancies, and 


oppreſſed by a 


crowd of Miſchiefs which purſue irre- 
gular and ungovern d Enjoyments. 
How much a lovelier Picture does the 
vertuous Man make, whoſe Deſires are 
moderate, his Satisfactions calm and 
laſting, his Enjoyments regular and 
innocent, and the whole Courſe of his 
Life free from 
| vis broug 
in a word 
Conſideration 3 that is, 
2. What the Sinner loſes by not bs 


guilty Fears, or any E- 
upon himſelf.-I will now, 
or two, dif patch. the ſecond 


coming. Vertuous. As tothe point of 
ft, — chat the — ence of 
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wofita lefor ali Neg s,0407n 
abe life that now is, and 
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that whichiHtocome, 1 Tim. 4. 8. There 


are ſome Vertues neceſſary, not on 
and Beauty, 8 
tte being and 


vate Perſons ; ſuch are Truth, Juſtic 
 Faithfulneſs, "Diligence and indu 
Sobriety and Temperance ; without 
theſe: Men cannot be qualified to diſ- 
charge the Duties of any Station or Re- 
lation ; without theſe Men cannot 
Trade or Deal one with another; nor 
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can any Confidences or Friendſhips be 


enter d into or maintain d. But F 
i eve this Point will not be cor te 


Dülgener or 
Sloath, Vertue or Debauchery, be the 
likelyeſt way to grow Rich or Great. 

Fam ſure we fee many evet f 1 un- 


done by their. 3 e 
by theſe Vertues: 


throve and flouriſhed 
of ſome impious 
us to diſpute 


and the Nature of Things,curn: 
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the - beſt way to preſerve: and improve . | 


them. How few are the Inſtances to 5 


be produced of any Nation or Family 
that ow'd its Ruin to its Vertue; but 
bow numerous the Inſtances of bot 
vho have ſunk: under. the weight of 
Falſhood and Licentiouſneſs. 
Let us come next to Pleaſure. Here 
Icannot but wonder that they, whole» 
| chiefeſt Pleaſure conſiſts in Fancy, can 
ſee. none in Faith. Let the great Ar- 
ticles of the Goſpel be true or falſe, if 
it be but granted, 28 it muſt, that all 
righteous and good Men do heartily 
believe them; this belief, let the Sin- 
ner call it which he pleaſes, Faith or 
Fancy, will have a powerful Influence 
on the Pleaſure of this preſent Life. 
1s there no Pleaſare in believing. that I 
"ad; my Enjoyments are ſecur'd by 
Guards of Angels, that I march through 
this World of Snares and Miſery, under 
the Conduct of uncontroul: able Omni- 
potence and unerring . Wiſdom > Is 
there no Pieaſure in believing that Iam 
the Child, the Favourite of God, who 
is the King of Kings , and. Lord of 
Lords, the ee Monarch of Hea- 
y ye wand Earth? Is there pans: 
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inion of Mankind 


Vertue had ſomething Divine and Great 


7 in it 3 Vice ſomething Poor and Re- 


W and that ic ſtill is ſo in de- 


not endure to enter into any ſerious 


| Examination of his own ſtate ; not 


pardon the freedom of any Man that 


lays him open to himſelf, (for fools de- 


ſpiſe wiſdom and Inſtrutlion, Prov. 1. 7.) 


Is not this a plain Confeſſion of the 
Deformity of Sin? ſince it makes Mam 
who naturally abounds in Self-love. 


7 wr Vol, 1 
* 


ſpight of al Endeavours of profligate 
Men to the contrary, may moſt eafily 
appear — 8 following — 

30 W. nM 1s it that the Siuner cati- ; 


8 


and Fondneſs, diſlike himſelf, unleſs 


his Shame de conceald from him 


by Paints and Perfumes, by artificial 


Shades and falſe Lights, by groſs Dif- 


mulation and fire, or wilfal In- 


itancy. 
Vhence is it, 21y; that our Saviour 
has Odſervd, that every one that does 


eil bates the light; neither comes he to 
- the light, Jobs 3. 26. Whence is it 


that Thewar cries out, 2 Sam. 13. 13. 


And I, whither ſhall T cauſe my ſhame to 
% Whetice is it that all 4 who 


are not a9 * > their Fortunes a as 
$4. LIE | i ws i | t eir 
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"= a Vertue-?- Is-1 9s * 
fels,: that Vice is too Dance to en- 
Auge the Teſt of Day: light ? that how | 
Vicious ſoever the World be, it d 
.* _. condemn the Vices that it follows : ; 
and does not the Sinner himſelf, bp 
thus concealing his Vice, and counter- 
feiting Vertue, condemn in publick 
MW bat he acts in private? Doth he not 
a2 _ acknowled ze that heooghe tobe what 
de hbours — appear, and that heought 
to forbear thoſe Practiſes that he is a- 
= ſhamed to own? Whence is it, laſtly, 
" +  thatbadMen, when they cannot deny, 
do yet take much paiis to lefſen and 
pon their Crimes; charging them one 
While upon uncontraulable Deſtiny, 
_ another while preſſing n: 
now upon inſoperable. Temptation, 
anon upon inſupportable Frailty ; op 
_ on- any thing rather then themſelves 2? 
Why would they have their Vice 
3 | thought their Weakneſs and Misfor- 
F tune, not Choice, but that there is 
ſomething in ĩt chat is a Diſparagement 
=_ > their - Reaſon, and ſo full of Re- 
> _ proach: they are aſhamed to oui it? 
A From whence. it proceeds, that when 
. e = ann * of cies ; 
X © " =_ 


© the he ey © of Hypocriſie and 
1 or the checks and awe of 
| publick Modeſty, they . abandon the 


_ civilized World, and herd only with 


can no © lone er en- 5. vol * 


thoſe whoſe. mutual Guile creates a ; 


mutual Confidence, and ſhelters them 


_ from the Rep roach. of one another? 


In this Company alonethey are bold 


and loud, and croack together. like 
Frogs in Mad and Darkneſs, in their 
It is. true, there 


own filth and folly. 


are ſome ſuch Prodiges of Wicked- _ 


"1 = who are fo far from conceali ing : 
their Sin, that they pride themſelves in 


their Crimes, and glory in their Shame: 
Men who take more pleaſure in pub- 


liſking their Sin, then ever they did 


in committing it; who are barden d 


into the Impudence of thoſe in the 


Prophet Ferewiah, c. 6. 15. Were they 


4 9 when they had committed 4 
wination > nay, they were not at all 4. 
bluſh. . But 


| ſhamed, neither. could they 
bleſſed be God, the World is not ſo 


degenerate yet, but that theſe ever were 


and ever will be accounted Monſters, 

not Men; Apoſtates, not only from 
Faith — 9 Revelation, but Reaſon and 
Human Nature ; fo that theſe ate no 


* he” ws the unani- 
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VEL IT ous ſe of Mankind in this \ Matter, 15 
IVV then Bedlam's are a gainſt the Reaſon, 
or Hoſpitals neat the'Stren 
Beauty of Human Nature. You ſee Hey 
"this time the Senſe of Mankind : 
concerning. the Shamefulneſs' of Sin; 

d now that no Man n may bear any in 
hand, chat this is bur a Valgar' Error, 
Ahne at firſt into the Multitude by 
Art and de e and ſup- 
1 ageriens by che Superſtitions | 

rejudices. of fearful Minds, and the 
Fal Harangues of Ben whoſe 

rade and Intereſt it is to preach up 
Vente, 7. e. the Clergyt” 1 will ſhew 


you,” 
Suden on the very Nature of Sin. 
Three things ig the Opinion of Sin- 
ners themfelyes, conſtitute the very Be- 
ing and Effence of shame and Re- 


pfbach, Folh, Abje@nrſ7 or \Paſtlani- 
5 — and" Ages. If Tcan therefore 


der that theſe three are inſeparable 
from Sin, and efferitia] to it, 1 e 
make e good my! Pom. ; 


F225 S, l 3 TT” ap 125 
. If FE) Wn 2 977 os Fig 


7 Vii then, Si Agb b \ Billy ſottiſh 
nene, if \ Flom conſiſts in 
the choice 'of thole thil ws which make 
wolt for onr good'; and in the ſteady 


55 oſecution” ofthe m, weſhalleafly 


8 
— * i 


dies ls not he fooliſh, who 


prefers Vice to Vertue, Sickneſs to g 
He alth* j he prefers Earth to Heaven, 


5 38d Time; to Eternity, that is, if the 


pl x: Sin were equal to that of 
H 2ven z hei prefers a moments pleaſure 


before an Ages: If we regard his Firm- 


ness and Conſtancy cy, we {hall find him 
like the waves of an unſettled Sea, dri- 


ven to and fro by the quite contrary 


D e eur 3 re- 


1 


* K. Luſt, and to morrow 
akon and gracifying i it; we ſhall 
always find. him :intangled in a La- 
th of WV A fins real Trou- 


daily what he muſt, one day bitterly : 


 Fepent; of, or if be does — 
be for ever miſerable? Is not he 
fooliſm, „vho through his o-wn De- 


fault is in every thing unbappy ? 


unhappy if he ſucceed, — if he 
miſcarry; for ſuch are his deſires, that 


if he do ſucceed, he is further engaged 


* a world of Sin, that is, of Miſery; 


and 705 ſuch the Violence and Impa · 
tience of his Paſſion, that if he miſ- 
ca try be cannot Nein the . 
3 


* 5 1 
2 8 * 
11 . 


e To Tag 5 —— — can n pretend Vol. 1 
x0 it: for if we regard his Choice, he 


can be 


Val I If theſe Topicks ſhould” ſeem diſpare- - 
dle, which T'dare not fancy, then give 


me leave to ask, Is nat he fooliſh, who 
having devoted himſelf to Pleaſure, 
does yet break down its Guards and 


Fences, and undermine its Foundation? 


And yet this the Sinner is guilty of; 


ments, thoſe Bounds, which if we go 
beyond, we naturally fall into that 
Exceſs which is like fatal 10 the 


repoſe of our Minds, and the health | 


and vigour of our Bodies the foun- 


dations of | Pleaſure, are Power, 
Wealth, and Reputation; but wWHn¹O 


"a —— 70 that w_ Sinner i heed — 4 
prodigal of any thing then his Weal 
_unleſs his Repu utation; and what im- 
pairs theſe deſtroys Power; for no- 


the Sinner i is notorious. OM a 7 


25 The Nan Ground « or Cauſe of 


"Mae | is Pup arimity , Or a Meanneſs 


and Abje@Fneſs of Spi irit. There are 
three chin 


n and Station. 2. An even, ſuita- 
N 8 * gf ; ble 


for that Vertne which he deſerts, 8 
the true Guard of Human Pleaſure, - 
preſcribing our Affections and Enjoy- 


| thing that is poor and contemptible 
powerful. Thus the * of 


gs which conſtitute a Man 
truly great: 1. Acting conſonant to his 


Ow Ob ww) 


_—_ —— 5 Js 


1 


ble: _ manly n 'emper in either For- Vol. It. W 
tune. 3. A modeſt, humble, but te 
ſolved courage! But alas far is 
he from acting conſonant to his Birth 
and Station, who being immortal in 
his Soul, and having a Body defign'd 
for a Reſutrection, does yet-confine 
all his Deſires to this ſide the Grave, 
and doats on Pleaſures, which only. 0 
journ with us for a day : who being 
born with a Capacity of Communion 
with God, andof the Joys of Angels, 5 
does yet give himſelf up to an un- 
manly degenerous Converſation? He 
who being born Man, that is, a wiſe 
and rational Creature, is yet wholly 
taken up with The: little Trappings , 
the imaginary Ornaments, and the 
more - imaginary Pleaſures of a ſhort. 
Life: how much greater he whoſe 
diviner Soul is ſatisfied with nothing 
but Pure, Rational, Laſting and Sub- 
ſtantial Pleaſures; whoſe Defires ſtoop - 
pj not below a Heaven, and whoſe Hopes 
ae = bowled by nothing but Eter- ; 


Does he aly, behave himſelf « even 
iy and manly i in every Fortune, whoſe 

| Proſperity is inſolent and inſupporta- 
ble, and his Ad verſity dejected and 


E and yet that generally 
| KX 4 _ 
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do be humbly couragious ; for 
done having no Guilt, muſt have 0 
Feam, neither as to another World , 
9 having no baſe Luſt, no baſer in. 
gratifie, can have for this 

oe for what can he fear; who 


_ Vol TT, 1 — of was: = 
depends npon che Humour of 
Smiles of Farmna, or ſorhe, 
thing as blind and 

Hleathens thought te I to be: how 


Nan, the 


capricious as the 


much greater I whoſe Pleaſures being 


from above, and his Peace depending 
only: on the Conſcience of a vertuous 
is too great to think himſelf a 


great Sufferer or Gainer in the Ebbs:or 


Flows of Worldly Fortune or Word- 


. Reputation, 
and ſerene, ſmooth and even, that is, 


and therefore is calm 


he is himſelf in each Condition. | 


Laſtly, It is the'Preroga 
good Man alone to be modeſtly fo 


tereſt to 


Othmg to obtain or loſe, which 


de extreamly valnes: On the other 
hand, the vicious Man bas thouſands 
of Deſires and Hopes in this Life, and 
| therefore maſt havè as many thouſand 


at all for 


8, and he has no hopes 
Life 3 and therefore: has no- 


thing Joke Jef im w_ fear in reſpe@ of 


* 


5 HE | 3: The 


ative ofthe ; 


ö 7. 8 yt ** 


a 2 by which T mean a Temper 


fiſhneſs: And this cheSinner is guiiry 
ol ro the height 3; no benefte dn tye 
b „ tyes can hold him; 


ded of Ingratitade and Fall- 
hood, Petfidioaſneſs, Levity and Sei- 


o 
4 
2 
* 


ib i | teat of Shame is Vol. i. 
2 grod 


ful; Falſe, Unjuſt, Perfidious, Devo- 


ted only bo h on Will or Homour, 
that is, to ſome vile, baſe Luſt ; to 
this he ãs ready at any time to Sacrifice 


the Honbur of God, the Proſperity rity of 
1$ 


his Country, and the Safety of 
Soul ʒ for his Sin is a down- 
of Treaſon and Hoſtility againſt each ; 
What can be more u Inn, 
who nent the grace n 
2 
2 Ferourt and: Bicflivgs' 


right AR - 


3 and Riot, that is, into Affronts | 


and Contempt of this; great 


ho ches! impoſes on, and 5s the 
_Hynoctwewikh hinifelf? rout o 
3 wore-faiſe," then ne who 
his feet, at every turn, the moſt; ſacred 
Vows: and: Tovenants, 
ſolemn tomiſes, I mean thoſe of Bap- 
tim, our Obriftian Proſeſſion, and the 


| en een which almoſt | 


every 


Benefacor': 
What can be more 'Inconſtanc then he 

who. is:nbe true to On Reaſon, 
ſpurns under 


and the moſt 
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* 4 vor II. — one time or other en- 
= — ter d ĩnto, under the Conviction of 
1 Conſcience, and the diſtreſs of ſome 
Dangers and Difficulties? What can be 
1 more unjuſt, then to invade the Rights 
of Gad and: Anand ſubvert all the : 
a Juſtice Charity - Faith, Gratity , and 
= Sinner daily; de bis Soul i in. Add 
ca all this now, that Man is oblig d to 
3 DE Te oy all che RO the dee 


Ir all che —— — 
_ Civil Compacts and Iuſtitutions can 
lay upon ("ay and that he breaks 
through - and ſpurns under foot all 
—— the ſake of © vile el e 


| —— y 2 and ings and then | 
„ tell me, Whether any thing can be 
mare  andalogly ble then his belle 


that ſuch a thing : 
tend to honour”, or this pretenſion be 
allow d by any ? Ab! ſurely theſe 
are” Characters that moſt \deſervedly | 
render theSinner, whilehe pe N 
ſtinately to be ſuch, the pity or the 
ſeorn of Man, and the Ran of God; 
and therefore if be dies impenitent, 
tis no wonder if God perſecute him 
with everlaſting Wrath and Veng cance; 
Which puts me in mind of oP 3 
8 3dly, The only Fruit that Tknow 
of; which can be reapt of Sin, Death, 
Eternal Death: the Ed thoſe 2 things 
2 Death. O Death, ſaid the wiſe Man, 
Eecleſ.. 21. 1. bow bitter is the rewe. 
brance of 'thee to one who lives at reſt in 
_ bis poſſeſtons, unto the Man that has no. 
thing io vex biz, and that has proſperity 
in a things. If he (aid this of Tem- 
Poral Death, how much more _ 
cluſively- ay Tofan Eternal One: O 
Death how much more bitter will 
Jou prove to that ſoft ſenſual Sinner, 
who muſt change all his Pleaſures for 
4 ternal Pains, whoſe gay Fancies muſt 
MW varũſh into Smoak and Horrour of 
Eternal Night. This is au Argument 
againſt Sin, which nothing can baffle 
Ra * ity 3 and * tis as e 
ar 
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. eber of the Senſe of Mankind y Vell 
a5 this ſhould yet pre 
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e one depends upon che other 5 for 
had not a Jue nent to come been eſta- 
bliſh d upon unanſwerable Proofs. it 

was im we a n 7 3 


; = e If ihe be « Hel, 
b (s then exquiſite and e- 
re. 


nor did the Holy Ghoſt in 
ever deſign that we ſhould 
and exact account of 


. ö quired, 
hare a particular 


and 2 Hell, as — 
ly ef i 


R 


ſew thoughts it, which ſeem to 
me wot petal and Serke 

That the ' Pains of Hell are nen 
and Intollerable, cannot methinks be 
controverted, by any Who imbraces 
Revelation * + Fire and'Brimftone, and 
the Worm that never des, whether ta- 
ken figuratively or Hterally, are inca- 
pable of any other Interpretation then 
what muſt give usa very terrible Idea 
of Hell pains. The Puniſhments there- 
fore of that place as in Res. 12. calld 


Tow 8⁰ on. "Hot otthoroughtly to can- Vol. f. 
vas this matter, but only to offer ſom V- 


Tormentr, and Row. 2. Indignation and 


Wrath, Tribulation and Angui . As to 
the Duration of theſe Pains, tis a point 
which not only ill Men have deen un 
willing to believe, but ſome good Men 
bave ſtumbled at; yet whoever will 
read the Scriptures impartially will find 
it hard to deny; byg that if God had 
deſign d to have Prevented all Miſtakes 
about this matter, tis not'caſie to ima- 
Sine, how the Eternity of Hell pains 
_ could have been more plainly or ex- 
preſly aſſerted. The wicked ſhall go 4 
1 Sy into everlaſting viſhment, 2475 . 
Hgbieout isto life eternal. March, | 
The ſyvoak of their  to1 rb '4 7 5 
_ jo er b ever, Rev. 27 52100 17 908. 
** | : 1 5 | But 


EY 


f 


"Yau . 
* ſome ſay, to put ſuch. a ſenſe upon theſe 


_ and the like. 3 as does not 
= | ' berechen all chat is Gid 
=, '; : th; e is, 'i think, but idle 
= talk. When we are able to. fathom” | 
. Omnipotence, and reſolve hat it can, 5 


and What it cannot do, and when we 
5 can _ bow far God will exert his 
ODunmipotence in that day of his Power 
. | Glory, you may be able to deter 
mine, whether an Eternity of Pains be 
” poſſible or not. If we can be aſſurd 
that God will keep to the ſame Laws of 
in that — World, which 
c de has eſtabliſh'd i in this, 1 mean Laws 
of Corporeal mechanical Nature; if 
. we can Fully comprehend the Proper- 
ties of Hell _— the Condition of chose 
Bodies in which the Damned ſhall ſub- 
- Gift, and all other Gircumſtances of that 
þ gan State, then may we be able 
to pronounce rationally of the Poſſi- 
dility or Impoſſibility of this Article, 
3 we do but ſe wild and 
pPrecarious gueſſes ag aal. the Letter and 
Di of Revelation. Asto the Re- 
 concileableneſs of this Opinion with 


the © Jullice of God, the — 
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>. and: the Pleaſure and Profit of: hoe 


But I beſeech youto * 1. Whe⸗ 
ther an Everlaſting Hell be not the na- 
tural Iſſue of Sin ? whether Sinners, As: 
they do by degrees degenerate into 
Devils, do not alſo - unavoidably: 


lalting Miſery ? when God reſolves to 
endure them no longer, and therefore 
5 ſhuts them out of his Kingdom, whe- 

ther ſhall they go ?-or where ſhall they 
_ abide? they will be involved in thoſe 


Flames, Which will conſume the viſi - 


dle Heaven and Earth, after Chriſt and 


dis Saints have aſcended up trĩumphant - 


ly aut of them ; and being immortal 


that Fire that conſumes all things elſe, 

will not conſume them: Into the new 
Heavens and the ne Earth they can- 
not force their way 3 the Epicurean 


a new World out of the Rubbiſh, the 
Cindets and Atoms of the Old. The 


t out oY Darkneſs, 


de can create Ligh 


: beer he can 10 bind: or per that 


tot. 


4 


1 he 75 mis, 9 no Vol. I ; 
| ttion between eternal Puniſnhment YE 


which is but fora moment. 


unge themſelves i into a ſtate of Ever- 


and incorruptible, what ſhall ey Acad 


may try, if he can, Ns himſelf 


Zorpuſcular' Atheiſt may try Whether 
and Beauty out of OConfuſion z 


5 


Flame that ſparkles in the 
and various precious Stones. 

not, but Were there no other, the 
u .ruitleſneſs of ſuch an attempt will then 
abundantly convince them, that Or 
non is 4 ſuſſicient proof of a God. 
| ſnort, if Sin excludes: Devils and 
. from the Preſenoe af God, and ba- 
_ - niſhes them out of that World which 


* 


5 Sod creates; and if this Excluſion 
= or Bani does imply an Everlaſt- 

dig ken, Efee not e 
1 eee Juſtice of God, any more 
7 | pon 2 Church or State to 


. | Excommunicate or  Banifh ſuch Mem- 
bees as have rendted themſelves un- 


. God is not . Fonwmalky af ro EC 
| portion between the Pleafure or Pro- 


4 / ' -ftof Sip, and the ſnarpneſs or duration 
. of its Puniſhment; for where the Mo- 

| tives of Sin are leſs, the Guilt is the 
6 | ity of Sin; and 


incorrigibleneſs of the Sinner, is 
„ " ns to be conſider d, When we 
ge of the reaſonableneſs 
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| hes 


/ 


bi ? Are you able to ſeta Rate upon 


the 
can you eſtimate the demerit of thoſe 


member that tis the Sinners eee r 
1 Stories of the Corruption of Na- 
b which you would have it believ 4 „ 
you are ſway d,. -byaſs'd and overpow- | 


eFd into Sin, and would conſequently 
inlinuate 1 that Hell is the Sinners Deſti- 
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7 to DE Aber 55 Vol. 791 8 8 
Sin has taken rot; how thorou! thy . 
has infectech the whole Maſs Sf ä 


tie den if 3s, or is not curable 5. - 
how long the Sinner is capable of 0 
Nerey, and when it is that infinite A 


dom can endure him no longer, but 
finds it ſelf obligd to cut Him off. 
Can 12 — comprehend the Majeſty of 
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